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Invasive Species are a Big Deal

Iron County Land and Water Conservation Department



County Invasive Species Coordinator

Annual Summer LTE’s



A Holistic / Watershed / Future Approach

Education

• Shoreline Restoration
• Erosion Control

• Nutrient Management

• AIS- Education, 
Monitoring, 

and Management

• Helping Lake Association

• Critical Habitat Assessment
Shoreline Assessment and CWH

• Water Quality Monitoring
CLMN Program

• Watershed Management

Terrestrial Invasive-
NWCMA

• Climate Change



Partnerships

Northwoods Cooperative Weed Management 
Area

Great Lake Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission

WDNR- Forestry, Wildlife, Parks

Iron County Forestry

US Forest Service

Townships

Gogebic County Conservation District



▪ Threaten native 

ecosystems

▪ Degrade habitat quality

▪ Vectors for disease

▪ Forestry

▪ Health-Skin Rash, 

Poisonous

▪ Property Damage

▪ Disease (Limes)

▪ Agriculture (Sick Cattle)

Invasive Species 
Harm the Environment, Economy, Human 

Health

AIS alone have cost North America over $26 Billion per year 
since 2010.



Wisconsin's NR 40 Rule

Classifies the most invasive species as 
Prohibited or Restricted.  Goal is to decrease 
spread of invasive species.

Restricted: Species cannot be transported, transferred 
and introduced, but possession is allowed.

Prohibited:  Not well established.  Species cannot be 
transported, possessed, transfered or introduced. 
Required to manage.



Iron County Priority Invasive Species
• Wild Parsnip  (R)

• Giant Hogweed (P)

• Garlic Mustard  (R)

• Japanese (R)  and Giant Knotweed  (P)

• Purple Loosestrife  (R) 

• Invasive Shrubs: Woodland invaders

• Common buckthorn & glossy buckthorn (R)
• Invasive bush honeysuckles (R)
• Japanese barberry (R)
• Black Locust (N)-Spreading in our area.

• Garden Valerian (R) (Very bad to the west Douglas County, it’s coming)

• European Marsh Thistle (R)

• Leafy Spurge  (R)

• Teasels (R)  (No known sites in Iron County) 

• Emarald Ash Borer











White and Yellow Sweet Clover

Crown Vetch

Roadside ditches are a perfect place for Invasives

Birds Foot Trefoil



Poison Hemlock / Water Hemlock



Poison Hemlock       - Queen Annes Lace
Invasive but edibleInvasive -Deadly



Poison Hemlock  and Water Hemlock

No… that’s not Ditch Weed!!



Giant Hogweed

https://www.fws.gov/story/dont-touch-these-plants

https://www.fws.gov/story/dont-touch-these-plants






It’s Giant!!







Wild Parsnip (Pastinaca sativa)

• Brought from Europe for food (tuber). 
• Located in disturbed sites and along roads.



Wild Parsnip

Human Heath Concern!
• Phytophotodermatitis:  Sun and sap on skin can cause serious blisters.



Wild Parsnip

 Hwy 77 between Iron Belt and Upson

 Mercer Birch Tree Drive at end of cul-de-sac

  Moore Park Rd. end of turn around

 Wilson Lake Circle- Back side

 Hwy 122 near Chart Road

 Hwy 122 near Upson and Forestry Pit

 US Hwy 2 near Valley Road



Wild Parsnip 
(Pastinaca sativa)

• 1 to 5 feet tall

• Tiny pale-yellow flowers in many flat top clusters

• Flowers in July, Seeds at End of July August

• Leaves alternate along stem

• Flowers once and dies.

• Toothed and divided with egg shaped-leaflets 

along single stem.

Photo: Christopher Noll (left), Online Virtual Flora of Wisconsin. 2019. http//:wisflora.herbarium.wisc.edu. 
Accessed on March 16. 



Wild Parsnip in June 14, 2018
           Hwy 77- Upson



Ashland County
Highway 2 (July 3))

Ashland Bike Trail (July 16)

(July 10)

Wild Parsnip ( July and August)

August



Mercer Area Wild Parsnip





 Knotweeds

Giant Knotweed 
(Polygonum sachalinensis)

Prohibited

•Hollow stems, bamboo-like, and tall (giant-10 to 20 feet).

•Tiny flowers-clusters in axils. Bloom in late summer/fall.

•Large simple leaves.

•Not a shrub!  All growth is new each year.

Japanese knotweed
(Polygonum cuspidatum) 
Restricted



Giant knotweed in Bayfield County

a. Very difficult to eradicate
– Deep roots may spread 65 feet 

horizontally

– NCWMA will help treat!

– Report it!



Knotweeds can obstruct the right of way.

Bayfield, Wisconsin



Knotweed in 
Iron County

Hurley Alley

Hurley (near Farmer’s Market)

Montreal Alley





European marsh thistle 
(Cirsium palustre)

• Three locations in Iron County -  

•  (County Road G-Long Lake / Hewitt Lake)

• Hwy 51-Moose Lake Road under powerline

• County Hwy FF - Lake of the Falls Area

Big Threat to the Northwoods





Garlic mustard

• May be seen at edge of forest.
• Small white flowers in spring.
• Triangular shaped leaves with 

deep teeth.
• Takes over the Forest

• Report it!



Garlic Mustard Partners:  U.S. Forest Service, WDNR, 
Hurley School, Gogebic Conservation 
Dept., Master Gardner's Group

Students Pulled 800 lbs.





Montreal River -Garlic Mustard



Spring Stead- 20 acres in 2020 =Less than 1 Acre



Garlic Mustard Site (Fisher Lake)

Approximately .33 acres.   50%-75% cover.  

• Lead:  ICLWCD and Mercer School
• Location:  Fisher Lake, Iron County:
• History:  2006 – 100-500 plants found by 

Garske (2011 located and documented 
additional spread)

• 2006 – 2014 – no treatment
• 2015 – Iron County LWCD hand pulled 

with kids group
• Management:  Hand pulling
• Note:  Lots of young rosettes, landowner 

is a science teacher and is alerting the 
neighborhood.

• Future:  LWCD staff and Mercer students 
will return each year for more pulling.



Catherine Lake 
Garlic Mustard

Septic Area

• Lead:  ICLWCD and Mercer
• Location: Catherine Lake
• History: Found in 2014 by Dara
• Management: Hand pulled in 2015
• Along the road and on the septic field
• Note: Landowner is concerned and will 

help.
• Future: LWCD staff and Mercer students 

will return each year for more pulling.



Penokee Hills, ATV trail

• Location: Iron County ATV trail near Weber lake

• ATV Trail East of Weber Lake

• 2006 - Ian found – Penokee Range ATV trail, 1 on both sides; scattered 
patchy; flowering

• 2007 – 100-500 - Patch on west end of short ad-hoc diversion from 
ATV trail. Most plants rosettes. Seed pods removed.

• 2014 and 2015-Monitored with no plants found







Teasel species (common and cut-leaf) 
(Dipsacus fullonum or Dipsacus laciniatus)

Photo by Cassi Saari

Photos courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

• Few sites in Ashland and Bayfield Counties along roads.
• Dried seed heads used in flower arrangements.
• Both:  Ovoid flower/seed heads with pointed sepals, prickly 

stems, up to 7 feet tall.
• Report it!



Be on the Lookout for Teasel



Garden Valerian
(Valeriana officinalis)

• Toxic to cattle.

• Could be in hay.

• Spreads in open and 
shaded habitats.

• Fragrant.

Photo:  Jane Anklam; Douglas County-UW Extension

Douglas County



Slide from Mark Renz (UW-Extension)



Garden Valerian

• 2-5 feet tall

• Heads of small white flowers

• Leaves divided along center.

• Report it!

Photo: Jane Anklam, UW-Extension.Photo: Mark Renz, UW-Extension.



Forest with Glossy Buckthorn in Understory

• Buckthorns

• Exotic honeysuckles

• Japanese barberry

• Black Locust

Invasive Tres and Shrubs



Black Locust Tree
• The bark, seeds, and leaves of 

black locust trees contain 
poisonous compounds called 
toxalbumins. 

• They are toxic to both livestock 
and humans

Location in Iron County

Hadley Brush Pit
Mercer Shoot Range- Old 51 under powerline
Mercer Ranger Station
Swamp Creek Road
Range Road in Hurley at Intersection
Town of Montreal- Near the river on Hwy 77
Highway US 2 – Birch Hill / Firelane Road







Buckthorns 
• Tall bush to small tree
• Simple egg-shaped leaves 
• Distinct veins
• Common buckthorn twigs end in thorns.
• Greenish flowers at base of leaves.
• Red to black fruit.

)

Common buckthornGlossy buckthorn



Invasive Shrubs
• Ornamental bushes or small 

trees

• Birds eat their berries and spread 
into forests.

• Take over the understory of 
forests.

• Hamper tree regeneration.

Buckthorns

Honeysuckles

Japanese barberry



• Ornamentals still found in nurseries.  

Japanese Barberry
(Berberis thunbergii)



Japanese 
Barberry 
(Berberis 
thunbergii)

• Deer don't browse.  

• Increased Lyme disease 
carrying ticks in areas



Exotic Honeysuckles 
(Lonicera spp.)

• Leaves: Simple egg-shaped.

• Flowers pink or white.

• Shaggy light brown bark

• Red or orange berries





Purple Loosestrife

• Imported from Europe for 
gardens (late 1800s), also 
seeds in ballast water

• Crowds out native wetland 
species

• Spreads rapidly: >1 million 
seeds annually, plus 
vegetative spread

purple loosestrife, Lythrum salicaria  (Myrtales: Lythraceae)

Linda Wilson, University of Idaho, Bugwood.org

http://www.invasive.org/images/768x512/1291004.jpg


Purple Loosestrife



Purple 
Loosestrife
Distribution

Purple loosestrife is 
now found in every 
county in WI.



Phragmites

• Invades moist habitats: lake 
shores, river banks, & 
roadways

• Well established along Lake 
Michigan and moving west in 
the state

• Alters hydrology and wildlife 
habitat

• Spreads from root fragments, 
seeds, cut stems, & above 
ground runners



Phragmites



Phragmites



 Leafy Spurge
Euphorbia esula



Cypress Spurge
Euphorbia cyparissias

• Leaves bluish-green, alternate, and narrow

• Flowers yellow-green

• Milky juice (toxic)

• Deep roots



Crown -VetchEverlasting Pea
Lathyrus latifolius
Bean family (Fabaceae)

Location:  Sherman / Springstead Area
• Flowage Road near Springstead landing on 

the Turtle Flambeau Flowage
• Flowage Road near boot lake

Management:  Town mows twice a year, 
monitoring for spread
Partnership:  Town of Sherman and LWCD









Equipment Cleaning 101

• Wear Person Protection Equipment (PPE)
• Gloves when cleaning mower
• Long sleeves when checking culverts
• Wash off (Wipes)
• Eye Protection



Conservation Office

How to report invasive species?



Questions
• Zach Wilson 

• Conservation Specialist

• Iron County Land and Water 
Conservation Department

• 607 3rd Avenue, North, Hurley, WI. 
54534

• Phone:  715-561-2234

• Email:  zach@ironcountywi.org

• Facebook: 

• Website:  www.ironcountylwcd.com

•

mailto:zach@ironcountywi.org
http://www.ironcountylwcd.com/
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